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OF THE SENATE. :

The clerk of the house afdglesates delivers t!wﬁﬂowing‘bﬂis: A bill, entitled, An act for the retief of
villiamm:Dougherty, of Frefferick county, passed December 15, ‘1817; which was read the first time and
re ie.on the table: -A bill; eatitled, An act authorising certain aiterations in Balti - ore county
ud.cityicourt rpams; # bill, entitled, An additional supplement to an act to i0COTporaie Compani s to
inJhakerseveral turspike roads through Baltitnore coufity, and for other purposes, seveially passed by that
y‘ugg‘_’necgmbe. 15, 1817; which were severally read the second time by special order, passed, and sent

legates by the clerk. v S
1€ from.the commissioners appointed by a resolation of the general assembly passed 5th of Fe-
ary 1817, relative to the river Susquehanna, made the foilowing report:
iull The subscribers, commissioners appointed by a resolution of the general assembly, passed 5th Febru.
¢ 1847, tdf;ex'a{mixle the river Susquelhtanna, as far as might be deemed neeessary, and to consider and

pb!‘t"fo- the next general assembly upon the means, in their opinion, best calculated teo improve the navj
hiion of that r:i‘,

‘,
]

H er, with-authority to confer with such commissioners as might be appointed on behalf of
e state. of Pennsylvania \ ,
Beg leave to state, that having understood commissioners had been appointed on the pait of the state of
enusylvania, to co-operate with us-in.an examination of the river Susquehanna, we, by appuirtaent,
etat Havre-de Grace on the 2d of July, with a view of proceeding on our tour of investigation: At that
Aipeall the commissioners; appointed by said resoluiion, except Mr Robert Morgan, who appears to
«Jve declined acting, were present, as also the five gentlemen delegated by Pennsvivania. The river, un-
ptunately howerer, proved so high as to render an ascent utlerly impracticable, and an examination
. [tle.” The-commissioners, on behalf of both states, adjourned to meet at the came place on the cleventh
< August.  The memorable deluge at Baltimore, and which affected the country for many miles around
¢ city, occurred at this period. The Pennsylvania commissioners however amiied; and the subsciibers,
o’ deprived of the assistance of their colleagues, owing to the imposition in the family of one, losses b
e flood of another, and most' important professional avocations of the third, conside ed it most advizean
eto-accompany the gentlemen from our sister state; and they here heg leave to report—
Owing to the high water in the river, we proceeded from Port Deposite to near the Pearsylvania line,
pough the Susquehanna Canal, a work which renders.both the ascending and descending navigation
all times safe and practicable, and which, in our.opinion, obviates the necessity of any very expensive
proxements on the bed of the river, along its side, though certainly some expenditure and improve-
et would be ariviseable‘ From the head of the canal we ascended the river, keeping altogether on the
stern or Lancaster shore, and met with no. obstacle of moment until we reached Nezl's Point, oppo-
e the lower end of the Bear Istands, a distance of eight or ten miles. Detween the head of the Canal
i Neal’s Poin , there arc three or four projecting rocks which ought to be removed, and there are
ie places; par icularly Rodgers’ Bottom, which require deenening, but the whole mav be «alled a gen-
. and steady c'utE'reut, and is pretty good boating, both up and down, when tie water is at medium height.
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Neal’s Point the river assumes a different appearance, and hecomes wild in the extreme for the dis-
ice of a mile, to the foot of Colley’s Falls; for though therc is no fall, yet teing much narrower than
low, and a great portion of its bed being occupied by those rugged clur ps of rocks called the Bear
ands, ‘the water becomes very deep, and whirls akoutin every ditection: acded to this, the shores ba:nd.
by i‘Ocks ncatly perpendicular, and in. many places from 20 to 150 feet high, prevented us irom ciiher
lip% or towing' with effect, and our ascent was both slow and dan- erous.

Col ey’s Fallsimay be considered among the greate:t obstructions to the ascending navizalion he!ween
I Maryland lie aud Columbia. They are about 4 0 or 50+ yards long, extremely rapid, wih great ir-
o ,_‘lﬁti‘a‘y:in the current, and would require lock improvemenis for ascending. From the licad of Col-
o Sif:all;s, Lo nearly opposite the Indian Steps, there is littie or no fall. theugh from tihe deepness of the
s and perpe'gd'icu]ar rocks along the shores, which prevent e.ther poliing or towing, the ascent'is
‘cult, and a towing path must necessarily,be made for the ascending navigation. At'the head of An-
fm’s Island, opposite the Indian Sters, there is an obstruction of larce rocks, which wiil necessarily
Jlire the blowing ef a channel of 100 or 150 vards im length, and 40 or 50 feet in width.

i .orvgx;,n.;i!"e and a hali] or two miles, froin this place. the navigation is good, wanting cnly towing paths.
i "théﬁdlstanck‘We come to the House, or Jerry’s Rock; aplace remar! atle as tire cne where rthere 1s

e pioperty lost than al the rest of the way between Columbia and tide. The chanre! akove the rock
fw'the Eastern or Lancaster shore, but ashort distance above that rack they hove, mgescerdiag, to
s3the river, so0 as to run down the Tndian Steps thronal its good chrnucl! the cirrent st directly
he House Rock, and it requires considerabie skill and attention to avoid that -

pts should ‘work so far over as to escape the House (or as cafing by Me. Lotrolc Jo rets)

then'in danger from the Goose Rock, and 1% almost as difitcult to be aveided. 4 hc Hlowing ¢f tiese
ks{(,’fb‘lﬂthey‘are both large) will require a considerable sum of monev. Ml the pr

ot Lohowener, tlhe
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e years would perhaps tully compensate for any expensa that micht Fe ivcired. The shore stinl cone
#e5.L0 be steep and rocky. and in manv places. the rcclis project into the river with verpendienl.r
Ls.of immense height, and are almost inaccessible; hut we et with no fulls nnnl we came to the
nt Falls, above Fulton’s Ferry; they are, bowever, nct very b2, ot ‘5c shore is renvh and very dif-
it to tow up. . From the head of Point Falls to the hrse of Moore's Eo gy, theve ic littie or noizll,
only one ledge of rocks which would reguive removel. 5 wit, the-1lessinnz: bat both Burkholter's
' Moore’s Eddies will require deepening in several nlaces, and lowering dams to trow water in the

g course. " At the head ur Maore's Fddy we meet with the mest Jifeekt < lace of accendin -
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Te.between the head of the Canhl and Columbia, c-lled Ischeleman’s Sluice: the 431l Leve ¢ veoy great
b‘pgt 200.yards, perhaps equal to 7 or 8 feet; at this place « canal wiii Le neca. ary i cver an ascend-
Mavigation isL:ontemp]ated. ‘ - '
'om Escheleman’s' Sluice to the foct of Tarkey H It Faiis. the desc ectin Yo viver i no wiere great,
eh there is a smail fall calied ¢« Wheeling’s Fé?is,” but the siicies are as 1ough wnd inacces ible ve-
ly, as any we had passed, and it is almost impossih'a to ascend witho:t o zond towing path. Tark ev
Falls require some improvement ordescending. and considerable for ascending: Ly whetter a Ca-
OT towing ‘paths, would be a matter of opinien.  From the Hiead of Turkey Hill Fulls to Colun:hia,
ating is-good both up and down, as we easily poiied at the rate of two miles an Lour; hut in Jow
ere are a few shallow places which would require deepening, and wing dums. From this sketch,
at for the ascending navigaticn, the river may e made netlectlv good by towing paths,

BV appear; t
Y chains and

ing bolts, for almost the whole disiance, but duicrent iails, occupying aiiogether a dis-




